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Mozambique-A Lota Continua 
FAHAMISHA PATRICIA 
BROWN 
For two weeks in February and 
March of this year, a group of thirteen 
African-Americans from the greater 
Boston area had an opportunity to see 
first hand the consequences of a 
devastating war being waged against 
the people of Mozambique by South 
Africa sponsored "bandits" known as 
RENAMO or the MNR. This fact-
finding mission included a physician, 
an artist, clergy, educators, anti-
apartheid activists and others active in 
social justice work. 
For people such as myself who had 
been active supporters of FRELIMO 
during its war against Portuguese col-
onialism, the news from Mozambique 
had been troubling. At the same time 
the New England Mozambique Sup-
port Network announced its plans for 
an African-American fact-finding mis-
sion, more media attention was being 
drawn to Mozambique. 
The death of President Samora 
Machel in a mysterious plane crash in 
1986 had put Mozambique in the 
headlines for a brief while, but the im-
ages were confusing. Pictures of 
famine victims in Mozambique blend-
ed in people's consciousnesses with 
those from Ethiopia. Reports of 
massacres of Mozambican civilians 
vied with reports of soldiers raiding 
South African townships. 
continued on page two Boy in resettlement village in Sofala Province. Photo: Don West. 
Mozambique 
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In the winter of 1987-1988, however, 
international relief agencies began ar-
ranging media tours to spread the word 
that famine in Mozambique was not a 
sporadic natural phenomenon. 
Although the rains had come, famine 
continued because a vicious war was 
being waged against the Mozambican 
people, a war whose consequences in-
cluded massive dislocation and starva-
tion. Prexy Nesbitt, president of the 
National Mozambique Support Net-
work, returned to the U.S. from 
Mozambique with photographic 
evidence of atrocities committed by the 
RENAMO bandits. The fact-finding 
tour began to assume a sense of ur-
gency. 
Legacy of Colonialism 
Mozambique is strategically located 
on the Southeast coast of Africa. Its 
neighbors are Tanzania to the North, 
Malawi and Zimbabwe* to the West 
and Swaziland and the Republic of 
South Africa to the South. The country 
is blessed with excellent deep water 
ports on the Indian Ocean; it is cursed 
with a hostile neighbor-the Republic 
of South Africa. 
For the more than 350 years of Por-
tuguese colonialism, education, health 
care and other social services were con-
centrated in the cities-where Africans 
were not allowed to live. An internal 
slavery system tied the rural population 
to commercial plantations which raised 
crops for export. Forced labor tied 
Mozambique's workers to backbreak-
ing conditions building roads and 
railroads and working in mines. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Mozambicans 
were contracted out to South African 
mining companies for eleven months at 
a time. Major sectors of the economy, 
including plantations, mines, and the 
rubber and tea industries, were con-
tracted out to British and other foreign 
corporations. Some of these companies 
were so powerful they even issued their 
own currencies. 
Under the Portuguese, Africans 
were barred from the cities. Maputo, 
then known as Laurenco Marques, was 
a resort city for white South Africans, 
Rhodesians and Europeans on 
holiday-the "Riviera of Southern 
Africa." The country's harbors bus-
tled with activity, providing the main 
continued on page six 
• A distinction is made between minority ruled 
Rhodesia and majority ruled Zimbabwe. 
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To the Editor of RESIST, 
First, we want to say how pleased we are 
that RESIST has devoted substantial space 
to the relationship between peace, human 
rights, and ending the Cold War. 
There was a problem, however, with the 
exchange between us and Christine Wing 
and Frank Brodhead in the April issue. It 
arose because we responded to a version of 
the Wing-Brodhead piece that was later 
edited by the authors. Due to time pressure 
the RESIST editor published our response 
without our seeing the new version. Though 
the revised article was similar to the 
original, there were differences, and the ex-
change was somewhat confusing and un-
satisfying as a result. 
We'd like to identify the discrepancies, 
though space doesn't permit going into 
their substance. First, in our response we 
say that we can't "insist" that peace act-
ivists root their work in an anti-bloc 
perspective, but we should try to persuade 
them to do so. In their original draft, Wing-
Brodhead questioned the value of "in-
sisting," but this wasn't in the final version. 
Second, Brodhead-Wing say that arms con-
trollers are willing to be critical of the USSR 
because of their Congressional constituency 
where liberals have to prove their anti-
communism. They imply that the peace 
movement, with the U.S. public as its au-
dience, may be justified in being reluctant 
to criticize the Eastern bloc because of the 
danger of strengthening Cold Warriers. We 
recognize the difference between arms con-
trollers and a genuine peace movement. 
However, if Brodhead-Wing had suggested 
in the version we saw that the peace move-
ment might be right in its reluctance to raise 
East-bloc human rights issues to the 
American public, we would have explained 
why we thought they were profoundly 
mistaken. 
Third, in the new version Brodhead-
Wing say "The U.S. is more actively in-
tervening in the Third World than is the 
Soviet Union, and it does have a much 
more extensive system of foreign military 
bases through which it projects its power." 
Had this been in the original draft, we 
would have discussed the relationship of the 
US-Soviet division of Europe to the prob-
lems of the Third World. We would also 
have discussed the Cold War as a three-
cornered struggle between capitalism, 
bureaucratic Communism, and radical 
democratic movements, and how to 
evaluate military factors as one element of 
this broader conflict. 
Finally, Wing-Broadhead say "class and 
national conflicts can lead to greater secur-
ity only in the long run. In the short run, 
turmoil in the East could seriously threaten 
detente and heighten the risk of war ... " 
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Had this been in the original version, we 
would have discussed the long and short-
term dangers inherent in turning away from 





In our 20 years of existence Resist 
has received only one bequest. To tell 
you the truth, we're glad we haven't 
gotten more and we hope that signals 
good health and long-life among our 
supporters. But since every other left 
publication is printing notices like 
these nowadays, we figured we'd put in 
our two cents. If you are in the process 
of writing or amending your Will, you 
might think about leaving a set sum or 
percentage to Resist, Inc. to help us 
through our next 20 years. Resist is a 
non-profit corporation and contribu-
tions are tax deductible. 
In the meantime, we encourage you 
to lend your support now, by making a 
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Island Nation Wins a Round in 
Fight for an Anti-Nuclear 
Constitution 
PAULETTE WITTWER WITH 
CRAIG SHIMABUKURO 
with a population of about 
15,000 people, the Republic of Palau is 
the smallest of the four political bodies 
in the Trust Territories of the Pacific 
Islands. Since the early 1970s, the peo-
ple of this strategically important 
cluster of more than 300 islands have 
waged a struggle with the United States 
of David and Goliath proportions. The 
controversy centers on the Palauan's 
right to determine their own political 
and economic future without in-
terference by the American military 
and government. 
Palau, and the rest of Micronesia 
(the Federated States of Micronesia, 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
and the Commonwealth of the Nor-
thern Marianas) has been under U.S. 
control since the end of World War II. 
Of the eleven trusts created by the 
U .N., only Micronesia was designated 
as a "strategic trust." This meant that 
the American military could establish 
military bases and conduct nuclear 
testing. The region was so important to 
the U.S. military that civilians needed a 
military security clearance to travel to 
most of Micronesia until the 1960's; 
several areas and islands are still "off 
limits.'' 
The Militarization of the Pacific 
The U.S. presence in Micronesia has 
been a plum for U.S. strategic plan-
ners, because it gives the U.S. com-
mand of the Pacific area from Hawaii 
to the Philippines. The U.S. base at 
Kwajalein in the Marshalls continues 
to be splash down point for missile 
tests. Guam is used for the deployment 
of over 400 nuclear warheads, and two 
thirds of the Tinian Island in the Nor-
thern Marianas has been "reserved" 
by the U.S. for military purposes. If 
the U.S. proceeds with military plans 
for Palau outlined several years ago, it 
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Malakal Harbor in Palau, which has been designated a potential U.S. Navy Port 
Subic, U.S. Navy Base in the Philippines . Photos: Paulette Wittwer. 
could become the most militarized of 
all the island nations. 
Palau is an important component to 
the overall strategic plan. It is con-
sidered a "fallback" position if the 
U.S. is forced to abandon its Philip-
pine bases. Palau is also a part of the 
Pentagon's strategic arch of defense 
that includes control of the islands and 
sea lanes from Guam, through the 
Marianas to Palau. 
Micronesia is only part of extensive 
U.S. current and projected militariza-
tion in the Pacific and Pacific "Rim." 
U.S. bases dot the area: Hawaii, 
American Samoa, Australia, Okinawa, 
Japan, Korea and the Philippines all 
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host U.S. soldiers and ships. This 
doesn't count the U.S. radar installa-
tions and communications facilities 
and naval nuclear deployments. 
The United Nations Trusteeship 
Agreement, according to Article 6, 
obligates the American government to 
'' ... promote the economic advance-
ment and self-sufficiency of the in-
habitants, and to this end shall regulate 
the use of natural resources; encourage 
the development of fisheries, 
agriculture and industry.'' Other sec-
tions of the agreement encourage the 
development of self-government. 
Instead, the United States used the 
continued on page four 
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Palau 
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Marshalls to test 66 nuclear bombs in 
the 1950s and early 60's; built military 
and · other testing facilities; created 
"welfare states" dependent on U.S. 
imports*; forcibly removed thousands 
of residents from their homes to 
facilitate atomic tests; contaminated 
the environment; and generally has 
done little to assist the Micronesians. 
The World's First Nuclear-Free 
Constitution 
In the 1970's, during a process of 
negotiation towards an end to the 
Trusteeship and a new political status 
for Palau, the United States encour-
aged the Palauans to write and pass a 
constitution. In 1979, by a vote of 920/o 
in favor, the islanders passed the 
world's first nuclear-free constitution. 
That's when the David and Goliath 
battle began in earnest. The 
Pentagon's strategic planners objected 
to the nuclear-free provisions, and 
forced the Palauans to write a new ver-
sion, without the "unacceptable" 
nuclear-free sections. There were three 
votes on the constitution in 1979. In 
July, 1980, Palauans voted on and af-
firmed the original version. 
Not to be denied, the U.S., in 1982, 
trotted out a new tool to undermine· the 
Palauan constitution-the Compact of 
Free Association. The Compact is in-
tended to replace the Trusteeship 
agreements, thus changing the political 
relationship between the U.S. and 
Micronesia to one of '' free 
association.'' The Palau Compact was 
signed by the U.S. and Palauan . 
governments in August 1982, and re-
quired the suspension of the constitu-
tion's nuclear-free provisions. 
However, to revoke these sections, the 
Compact needed 750/o approval from 
Palauan voters. 
The American government has · 
forced six different votes on various 
forms of the Compact: February, 
1983; September, 1984; December, 
1986; and twice in 1987. In none of the 
the referenda did it receive the required -
750/o approval. Essentially, the U.S. 
government has made the Palauans 
vote nine times in ten years on their 
own constitution. The last vote took 
place on August 4, 1987 in the Palauan 
Senate and House of Delegates. 
*Palau imported 23 million dollars worth of 
food and other products from the U.S. in 1986. 
In contrast, the country exported approximately 
half a million dollars worth of products . U.S. aid 
to Palau to run the government adds up to about 
15 million dollars a year . 
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Sections of the Compact give the 
U.S. unlimited use of Palauan land for 
military purposes, and give port access 
to nuclear capable ships, in exchange 
for nearly a billion dollars in U.S. aid 
over the next fifty years. Though these 
provisions conflict with Palau's con-
stitution, U.S. officials have repeatedly 
stated that the U.S. will not consider a 
renegotiation, leaving the Palauan Ad-
ministration in a "take it or leave it" 
position. 
Political Turmoil 
The U.S. and pro-Compact forces 
have used every measure short of direct 
military intervention to force the 
Palauan people to vote against the 
nuclear-free provisions of the constitu-
tion, and to endorse the Compact. 
These measures include economic 
threats and pressure, political pressure, 
violence and intimidation. Since June, 
1987, when the Compact was defeated 
for the fifth time, the nation has been 
in a state of chaos, with violence 
directed toward Palauan leaders who 
have upheld its provisions. 
The country is deeply in debt over a 
development deal the administration 
has made for a $32 million power plant 
and other questionable projects. The 
President, his brother and other high 
·officials have been implicated in bribe-
taking for these projects. 
Shortly after the June defeat of the 
Compact, Palau's President Salii laid 
off 900 government employees and tied 
their re-employment to passage of the 
agreement. The President cited a two 
million dollar budget shortage as cause 
for the "furlough." The reaction to 
the layoff was dramatic. Many 
"furloughed workers" camped out at 
the Palauan Congress buildings, 
demanding a new Compact vote and an 
ammendment to their constitution. 
Death threats were made against op-
ponents, including Santos Olikong, 
Speaker of the Palau House. The home 
of Benheim Sakuma, one of the pro-
constitution leaders, was firebombed 
to the ground. The Palau administra-
tion and law enforcement officials 
reportedly did not act to maintain 
order. On September 6th, the crisis 
reached tragic proportions when Mr. 
Bedor Bins, the father of two opposi-
tion leaders, was shot to death by 
armed men. 
The recent referenda on the Com-
pact have been called into question. In 
June, 1987, the Palau Congress passed 
legislation to vote on a constitutional 
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change and a re-vote on the Compact. 
In July, Santos Olikong testified 
before a U.S. House Interior Subcom-
mittee (Insular and International Af-
fairs) that he voted for the legislation 
only because he feared for his life. Ac-
cording to the Palau Constitution, am-
mendments can only be made during 
an election year (1988). Despite this re-
quirement, two votes in August 1987 
ostensibly amended the Constitution 
and subsequently approved the Com-
pact. 
Women Initiate Legal Challenges 
Two separate lawsuits were filed in 
August of 1987, challenging the legali-
ty of the ammendment process. The 
first suit was withdrawn in a confusing 
and questionable set of circumstances. 
A similar suit was subsequently filed by 
Palauan women elders. Because Palau 
is a matriarchal clan society, women 
exercise considerable power. Women 
select and guide male chiefs who act as 
spokespersons for the clans. Tradi-
tionally, when women elders feel the 
male leaders are failing to take correct 
positions, they step in, and in this case 
the women have remained in the 
forefront. 
Plaintiffs in both suits report having 
been verbally threatened, and the home 
of a plaintiff in the second suit, 
Gabriela Ngirmang, was firebombed. 
Her grandchildren were in the home at 
the time. In spite of the continuing 
danger, on March 31, 1988, the women 
filed a successful motion to re-open 
their lawsuit. The suit challenged the 
ammendment process, which set aside 
the voting requirements in the nuclear-
free constitution. 
On April 23, 1988, Circuit Judge 
Robert Hefner ruled in Palau that the 
August 4, 1987 ammendment was in-
valid. This means that the last referen-
dum approving the Compact of Free 
Association can also be assumed to be 
invalid, and the Palauan'.s nuclear-free 
constitution remains in full effect. 
Opposition to the Compact is alive 
and well, and the U.S. government will 
now have to reevaluate its strategy for 
the next round. The Palauan ad-
ministration has appealed the latest 
ruling, and a counter-appeal has been 
filed by the 22 women elders who ini-
_tially filed the suit, and 166 additional 
plaintiffs who have signed on. 
A Visit to the Islands 
As the plane approached, hundreds 
of green islands with white beaches, 
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surrounded by a vast reef, came into 
view. It was November, 1987, when I 
had a chance to visit Palau via a con-
ference in Manila. For five years I have 
worked with members of the Palauan 
community in Portland, Oregon, who 
want to protect what they still consider 
home. Most came to the United States 
to study. If there were adequate jobs 
back home, many would like to return. 
Seeing Palau first hand, I could 
understand why. 
The atmosphere was tense after a 
violence-ridden summer. On the sur-
face, the country had calmed down, 
but the danger and unresolved issues 
remained. In Koror, the only city in 
Palau, one sees old military equipment 
and other remnants of the 40 year 
Japanese occupation and World War 
II. When the U.S. took over, the 
military destroyed most of the 
Japanese-built infrastructure and 
economic development; most of it has 
not been replaced. 
"Artifacts" of the 41 years of U.S. 
administration include a large group of 
dilapidated buildings which house the 
huge government bureaucracy fostered 
under U.S. aid. About 60% of the 
salaried workers in the country are 
employed by the government, which in 
turn is funded by the U.S. Other U.S. 
relics, evident around the country, are 
beer cans, especially Budweiser cans. 
In contrast, the undeveloped part of 
the Palau is rich in natural beauty and 
resources. Palauns tell of living simply 
from the sea and the land in the past. 
During our stay we took an overnight 
trip to Palau's famous Rock Islands. 
We feasted morning, noon and night 
on fish caught by our Palauan hosts. 
Palau has more varieties of reef fish 
than almost anywhere in the world. 
However, if the U.S. establishes a pro-
jected naval facility in these islands, at 
least some of the reefs would be blasted 
away to accomodate Navy ships, 
possibly including Trident submarines. 
We also went north to visit the fami-
ly of James Orak, one of the Portland 
Palauans. Since there is no central road 
on the big island (Babeldaup), we 
traveled by small motor boat. When we 
pulled into the lagoon in front of the 
family compound, smoke from the 
open cooking fires spiralled above the 
jungle trees. James' mother was out 
tending her taro field, and the family 
pig greeted us. Following a path 
through the trees lead to a tiny settle-
ment with a store and a school. It was 
an example of the quiet and traditional 
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During the crisis in Palau, several 
Palauns working with the Palau Con-
stitutional Supporters in Portland, 
Oregon, decided that they might help by 
further exposing the issues in the United 
States and challenging the U.S. Con-
gress to take action. They initiated a 
project to document the violence, the 
violations of rights, Palau government 
corruption and the basis for the suppor-
tof their Constitution. 
With the help of a RESIST grant, they 
printed a packet with this information 
and distributed it to 50 U.S. senators 
and representatives. The packet was 
taken to the Nuclear Free and Indepen-
dent Pacific Conference in the Philip-
pines (November, 1987) and since then 
copies have gone to several Pacific 
islands, Japan, New Zealand, Australia 
lifestyle of the island. However, this 
village is adjacent to an area that is 
designated to be a jungle warfare train-
ing camp if U.S. plans are realized 
through the Compact. 
Palauans maintain that many people 
on the islands, especially in the more 
remote areas, do not understand the 
Compact and what it will mean to 
them. The government, dependent on 
U.S. aid, tells them to vote for the 
agreement, which most of them have 
never seen. U.S.-based Palauans know 
they have more access to information 
than most of their families on the 
islands. 
In Koror we met with a number of 
contacts made through our U.S. Palau 
work. Opponents to the Compact said 
they don't feel safe and, when out at 
night, they stayed in groups. Members 
of the House of Delegates, which has 
been critical of the compact, reported 
continued threats on their lives and 
several had bodyguards. They believe 
the violence is being orchestrated by 
the Palau administration. 
Because it's a small remote place, the 
government is able to maintain a high 
level of control. During the crisis of 
last summer the administration was 
suspected of cutting off and monitor-
ing telephone calls, since this happened 
continually through the one 
switchboard that provides outside ac-
cess. The government runs the only 
newspaper and opponents believe they 
even check mail. This has all been done 
with the financial and political backing 
of the U.S. 
Although the Compact has not been 
finalized, the U.S. has almost com-
pleted construction of a building to 
house the U.S. Office of Freely 
Associated States in Koror. This is just 
one example of the arrogance of U.S. 
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and several countries in Europe. A 
number of U.S. Palauan and other 
organizations and individuals have also 
obtained it. 
The packet familiarized Palauans with 
their own case and may have contributed 
to the current congressional investiga-
tions of issues the packet raised. The 
packet is available from Paulette Witt-
wer, AFSC, 2249 East Burnside, 
Portland, OR 97214. Please pre-pay $10 
+ $2 postage. Editor's note: In the 
grant report which appeared in the 
April, 1988 issue of the RESIST newslet-
ter, the group which produced the 
packet was referred to as a mixed group 
of Palauans and other people of color. 
In fact the group is all Palauans. We 
regret the error. 
officials towards Palau. Portland 
Palauan James Orak recently wrote, ''I 
want to ask the U.S., which claims to 
protect us from our enemies, who is 
going to protect us from you?'' 
The Future 
Even if the Compact is eventually 
approved as it stands, the underlying 
issues fueling the opposition to it will 
remain. While the nuclear issues are 
important, the issue of eminent do-
main is paramount. Palauans have 
pointed out that their Constitution is 
titled "Uchetemel a Llach," which 
they translate literally as the "law of 
the land." As interpreted in the 1986 
decision, Gibbons V. Sa/ii, the Com-
pact provision which allows the U.S. to 
"establish and use defense sites in 
Palau" conflicts with Palau's Con-
stitutional restriction on taking or us-
ing property for the "benefit of a 
foreign entity." The ruling judges 
warned that if the Compac~ is im-
plemented and land is claimed for 
military use, it may create a "constitu-
tional crisis" in Palau. 
The Compact is also in the process 
of being reviewed in the U.S. Con-
gress. According to House Interior 
Chairman Morris Udall, his committee 
"conceptually supports" the bill but 
has concerns about whether the Com-
pact has been constitutionally ap-
proved and about "serious allegations 
of potential criminal wrongdoing" on 
the part of the "senior Palauan of-
ficials." 
Many Palauns and other Pacific 
islanders dispute the Pentagon's con-
trol. Non-governmental networks such 
as the Nuclear-Free and Independent 
Pacific (NFIP) movement have been 
organizing for over ten years to 
continued on page eight 
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Mozambique 
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outlets to the sea for Rhodesia and the 
Transvaal region of the Republic of 
South Africa, as well as for Mozam-
bique itself. 
In 1974, the Portuguese government 
collapsed, in part because of the high 
cost in men and funds of its African 
colonial wars. FRELIMO (the Front 
for the Liberation of Mozambique) 
took on the task of transforming itself 
from a liberation movement into a 
government for the independent nation 
of Mozambique. As a liberation move-
ment, FRELIMO has given high prior-
ity to providing basic serives to the 
people, particularly in education and 
health care. Its other primary goal was 
the construction of a national con-
sciousness, a Mozambican identity. 
These remained the priorities of the 
new government. Despite the hurried 
departure of many Portuguese, Rho-
desian and South African skilled pro-
fessionals from the country, and their 
accompanying looting and sabotage of 
much of its technology, Mozambique 
declared itself a non-racial state, and 
included non-Africans in its govern-
ment and ruling party. An elected 
assembly ratifies government policy. 
The assembly, with hundreds of 
members, is elected from geographic 
regions and from economic sectors in-
cluding trade unions, the co-op move-
ment, and women's organizations. 
Portuguese colonialism left a legacy 
of a nation with a 960/o illiteracy rate, 
no institutions of higher education, 
and no rural health services. In-
dependence would mean mounting an 
intensive literacy campaign, building 
schools in the countryside, establishing 
Eduardo Mondlane University, train-
ing health workers, establishing rural 
clinics, and strengthening regional 
health centers. Agricultural output 
would be redirected towards food pro-
duction, and the women of Mozam-
bique would be organized as active par-
ticipants in all these areas. 
Independence would also mean pro-
viding a friendly rear base for the 
liberation forces struggling against Ian 
Smith's white-ruled Rhodesia, forces 
which had shared training and 
sometimes fighting with FRELIMO 
during Mozambique's liberation strug-
gle. Thus, independence also meant 
becoming the victims of MNR, the 
Mozambican National Resistance, also 
called RENAMO-the creation of Ken 
Flowers, chief of the Rhodesian Secret 
Service. 
RENAMO has no political platform 
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other than to oppose FRELIMO. It 
was created to harass Zimbabwean 
freedom fighters, and to provide in-
telligence on activities in the border 
areas between the two countries, where 
Zimbabwean guerillas had their rear 
guard in free Mozambique. When Zim-
babwe achieved independence in 1980, 
Rhodesia, in Flowers's own words, 
"handed over" RENAMO to the 
Republic of South Africa. Its members 
were given 72 hours to get out of Zim-
babwe, and they soon surfaced in 
South Africa. 
Low-intensity Warfare 
Since then, the level of activity and 
the brutality of these anti-government 
forces have increased in Mozambique. 
The Republic of South Africa, con-
sidering itself threatened by ''hostile 
neighbors,'' tried to prevent Mozam-
bique from serving the same function 
for the African National Congress and 
its armed wing, Umkhonto We Sizwe 
(Spirit of the Nation, referred to as 
MK) that it had for Zimbabwe's guer-
rillas. 
Directly, through attacks on 
Maputo, and indirectly, through 
RENAMO, the Republic of South 
Africa maintains a destabilizing low-
intensity war against its sovereign 
neighbor. By 1984, it was clear that 
RENAMO's primary tactics are ter-
rorist, and its primary targets are in 
some way identified with the govern-
ment such as teachers, health care 
workers, agricultural workers, and 
now, representatives of relief agencies. 
Killing and maiming are the order of 
the day. In the mid-eighties, when the 
rains did not come, drought made it 
harder for the terrorists to survive, and 
plundering, looting, and even enslave-
ment of rural villagers became com-
monplace. 
In addition, as the campaign for 
economic sanctions against the 
Republic of South Africa began to 
escalate in the West, Pretoria escalated 
its campaign of economic warfare 
against its neighbors, lowering prices in 
its ports to undercut the prices of 
Mozambique's harbors. Not co-
incidentally, REN AMO stepped up its 
attacks on the corridor routes to these 
harbors. 
It was under these circumstances 
that Samora Machel met with P. W. 
Botha in 1984 and signed the Nkomati 
Accord. Under the terms of this agree-
ment, each nation pledged not to sup-
port anti-government insurgencies 
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against its neighbor or to allow its ter-
ritory to be used for such activity. 
While ANC representation in 
Mozambique was reduced, RENAMO 
activity increased. Gorongosa, 
RENAMO headquarters captured in 
1985 by combined Zimbabwean and 
Mozambican forces, provided ir-
refutable documentary evidence of 
continuing South African support and 
direction of RENAMO. 
By February, 1988, when our delega-
tion arrived in Maputo, the devastation 
wrought by the South African-
sponsored war was evident to all who 
wanted to see. Reports of massacres of 
civilians had become routine. 
Transport on all major routes, par-
ticularly to the major cities or the 
coast, was in disarray. The agricultural 
sector was having difficulty recovering 
from the effects of the drought, though 
the rains had returned. 
The pattern was clear. REN AMO 
would move into an area, terrorize the 
civilian population-murdering and 
maiming indiscriminately; com-
mandeering able-bodied men, women 
and children as beasts of burden and 
forced laborers; looting, raping, and 
murdering. When the hardpressed, 
under-supplied, ill-equipped govern-
ment troops would moye in, 
RENAMO would flee the area. 
After independence, Mozambique 
feared that South Africa might mount 
a military invasion as it had done in 
1974 against Angola. The new nation 
had thus directed its small military 
budget to transforming FRELIMO 
forces into a conventional army and to 
defense of the country's major cities 
and ports, but even this conventional 
buildup was a low priority for the new 
government. 
Today, the army continues to pur-
chase or receive most of its military 
assitance from the Soviet Union and 
the Eastern Bloc nations which had 
assisted FRELIMO during the libera-
tion struggle. Recently the Scandina-
vian countries, which had been pro-
viding humanitarian aid, have begun to 
see the necessity for including a defense 
component in their assistance-for ex-
ample, armoring trucks that carry 
relief supplies. Even Margaret That-
cher's Great Britain has been com-
pelled to provide training and 
assistance to the beleagured Mozam-
bican military, no doubt to protect its 
own companies which still operate 
throughout Mozambique. 
continued on page seven 
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Mortgaging the Future 
During our ten-day stay inside 
Mozambique, we visited schools and 
hospitals, refugee centers, agricultural 
cooperatives, government ministries, 
churches and prisons. We met with 
government officials-including a two-
hour visit with President Joachim 
Chissano. We spoke to internal 
refugees, wounded civilians and cap-
tured members of RENAMO, civil ser-
vants and peasants, entrepeneurs and 
artists, journalists and teachers, health 
and relief workers. We also had an op-
portunity to interview RENAMO 
members who had taken advantage of 
a new government amnesty program. 
None admitted having voluntarily 
joined RENAMO; they said they had 
been forced into service under threat of 
their lives. 
Mozambique is a beautiful country, 
rich with fertile land, abundant water, 
timber and minerals. During our stay, 
we feasted on its bounty-a troubling 
experience as we encountered many 
victims of starvation and malnutrition. 
The country's potential seems 
boundless. The accomplishments of its 
first years of independence-lowering 
infant mortality rates, increasing the 
literacy rate ten-fold, building hun-
dreds of schools and rural clinics, and 
establishing the most successful 
childhood innoculation program in 
Africa-are all being wiped out in the 
systematic campaign of destruction 
carried out by South Africa's proxy 
organization, RENAMO. 
Even more heart-rending is the mort-
gage on Mozambique's future inflicted 
by the casualities among its children. 
We heard testimony of children being 
forced to witness or, even worse, par-
ticipate in, the murders of members of 
their families; we heard of child rape, 
and enlistment of young children into 
RENAMO; hundreds of thousands of 
children have been orphaned or 
separated from their families. 
In Mozambique, the term "special 
education" has acquired a new defini-
tion. The Ministry of Education has a 
Division of Special Education whose 
primary work is rehabilitation and 
resocialization of victims of war 
trauma. How do you educate children 
who have been brutalized by this kind 
of war? How do you deal with the 
trauma suffered not only by the 
children, but also by their young 
teachers, the majority of them under 
25? 
The demand for social services for 
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the victims of war and displacement is 
high. How do you reintegrate into 
society, and provide for the needs of 
the severely disabled-the armless, 
footless, noseless, earless, breastless? 
A report issued by the U.S. State 
Department at the beginning of May 
estimates ''conservatively'' that 
100,000 civilians may have been 
murdered by RENAMO. Close to 
900,000 have fled the country into 
neighboring states, including the 
Republic of South Africa, which, 
ironically, cites the refugees as 
evidence of Africans' desire to live in 
the Republic of South Africa. 
Other sources cite as many as one 
million displaced inside Mozambique. 
Hundreds of schools and health 
facilities have been destroyed. The 
demands on the country's limited 
resources are staggering. The need for 
massive relief assistance to provide ser-
vices to internal and external refugees 
is obvious. Less obvious perhaps is the 
need for an attack on the real 
enemy-RENAMO's paymasters in 
Pretoria. As P_resident Chissano said to 
us, "There can be no peace in Mozam-
bique until apartheid is destroyed." 
Mozambique continues its efforts to 
feed, clothe, educate and heal its peo-
ple. Its neighbors in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Tanzania have come to its 
assistance militarily, augmenting the 
forces which guard its vital corridors to 
the sea. International relief efforts are 
being stepped up. 
Meanwhile, by courting a few in-
fluential friends on the conservative 
right in the U.S., like the American 
Heritage Institute, RENAMO has en-
sured that help for the Mozambican 
people will not come from this country 
without a struggle. The U.S. provides 
about one million dollars in aid to 
Mozambique, and this pittance is 
distributed inappropriately. 
We visited the "green · zones" 
around Maputo, agricultural areas 
formed into cooperatives capable of 
supplying food needs of the city as well 
as food and economic needs of the 
agricultural community. These mostly 
women-led cooperatives also provide 
the means of introducing modern 
farming techniques to the populace. 
There we were introduced to one 
"private sector" farmer who had 
received a tractor through USAID. It's 
the rare Mozambican farmer who even 
has a holding large enough to use a 
tractor. 
It seems that U.S. foreign aid to 
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Mozambiqe is restricted to the private 
sector, and cannot be used by collec-
tives or cooperatives. The cooperative 
movement attempts to maximize the 
production of small subsistence level, 
family farms through collectivization. 
In the most recent USAID budget, 
Mozambique's appropriation was 
made contingent on Presidential cer-
tification that Mozambique is not guil-
ty of human rights violations. 
RENAMO, on the other hand, con-
tinues its violation of human rights, 
and has found a friend in Jesse Helms 
and others in the U.S. The organiza-
tion maintains a lobbyist in 
Washington, D.C., and is courting the 
Black church community in the U.S. 
with tales of government persecution 
of the churches, and of bible study in 
RENAMO camps. 
But still the morale of the Mozam-
bican people is high. Their spirit is 
strong. "A Luta Continua," they 
shout; "The Struggle Continues." "A 
Luta Continua" was the rallying cry of 
the struggle against Portuguese col-
onialism. It is now the rallying cry of 
Mozambique's fight against apartheid 
and the RENAMO bandits. 
Thirteen African-Americans have 
visited Mozambique to see for 
ourselves and to bear witness to what 
we have seen and heard. Mozambique 
is a nation still struggling to be born. 
Unmolested, it can feed itself, develop 
and prosper. Under seige as it is now, it 
barely subsists. In the midst of this 
struggle, we were welcomed with ex-
traordinary affection, as brothers and 
sisters, singing and dancing the deter-
mination of a people to be free. VIV A 
MOZAMBIQUE! A LUTA CON-
TINUA! • 
Fahamisha Patricia Brown is Coor-
dinator of the Free South Africa Move-
ment in Boston, and is Vice President 
of TransAf rica, Boston chapter. She is 
a lecturer in Black Studies at Boston 
College. The other members of the 
delegation were Kevin Blackistone, 
Kathy Eason, Rev. Gray/an Ellis-
Hagler, Paul Goodnight, Ulysses Gon-
salves, David Hodges, Mackie 
McLeod, Zubaida McLeod, Bettye 
Richardson, Elba Vargas, Don West 
and Loretta Williams. Members of the 
delegation will be speaking throughout 
New England in July. For information, 
contact the New England Mozambique 
Support Network at (617) 427-4907. 
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Hotel Tenants Rights Project, 
601 West 168th St., #51, New York, 
NY 10032. 
Recognizing that homelessness in 
New York City has assumed crisis 
proportions, a determined group of 
Black, Latina/o and white activists, 
several of whom have lived in shelters 
or abandoned buildings, recently 
launched a leadership project to 
organize homeless women currently 
living in mid-town welfare hotels. 
The project's primary purpose is to 
develop a self-advocacy training cur-
riculum for Black and Latina women, 
preparing them to recognize housing 
and health code violations and 
welfare rights violations occurring in 
the hotels. The training will assist 
women in effectively advocating for 
their rights as tenants, and for perma-
nent housing. 
Organizers of the project hope it 
will develop into a community-based, 
membership organization, staffed by 
hotel tenants, that can address hous-
ing issues and the right to decent, af-
fordable, permanent housing. Because 
homelessness is itself the result of a 
multitude of other issues, the group 
will also work on day care, welfare, 
jobs, education, and evictions. Gov-
ernment policy affecting housing will 
be addressed through negotiation, 
confrontation and direct action. 
RESIST's grant went towards the 
salary of an organizer for the project. 
............................ 
The Resist Pledge System 
The most important source of Resist's 
income is monthly pledges. Pledges 
help us plan ahead by guaranteeing us 
a minimum monthly income. In turn, 
pledges receive a monthly reminder let-
ter (in addition to the newsletter) which 
contains news of recent grants and 
other Resist activities. So take the 
plunge and become a Resist pledge! 
Yes, I would like to pledge $ 
monthly to the work of Resist. 
Name ____________ _ 
Address ___________ _ 
City _____ State __ Zip __ 
........................... 
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Veteran's Education Project, 
P.O. Box 416, Amherst, MA 01004 
When a series of assemblies in 
Western New England high schools 
were staged by Green Berets and 
featured helicopter landings, 
weaponry and "self-defense" 
demonstrations, shooting blanks at 
students and sexist humor, some Viet-
nam era veterans decided it was time 
to tell a different story. They began 
the Veteran's Education Project in 
the fall of 1984, to tell students about 
their experiences in Vietnam and 
about the realities of military service 
and war. Their purpose is to enable 
young people to make informed 
choices and to provide information to 
the general public about what they've 
learned. 
By the end of the 1985 school year, 
group members had spoken with over 
900 students in 14 schools. Response 
has been overwhelming as students 
are challenged to think about their 
values and are encouraged to ask and 
get their questions answered. In the 
discussions, the veterans emphasize 
the similarities between events in Cen-
tral America and the Persian Gulf 
and events in Vietnam. The group has 
encountered some difficulty gaining 
access to city schools and has ini-
tiated an Inner City Outreach Pro 
gram to actively seek access. They are 
developing a bilingual pamphlet on 
alternative career and training oppor-
tunities and information about how 
to finance training outside the 
military. Women, black and Hispanic 
veterans are encouraged to join the 
Project. RESIST's grant went 
towards distribution in the schools of 
literature about the military, the 
draft, C.O. status and issues of peace 
and war. 
Women's Theatre Project on Central 
America, 2818 Menlo Avenue, San 
Diego, CA 92105. 
The task of bringing home to 
North Americans the reality of the ef-
fects of U.S. policy in Central 
America has generated scores of 
creative responses from activists 
across the country. Some of the most 
successful use theatre, visual art and 
music to explore commonalities, and 
differences, between the lives of or-
dinary people in North and Central 
America. Combining these elements, 
the Women's Theatre Project on Cen-
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tral America will emphasize the ef-
fects of war on women and children 
in Guatemala and El Salvador. 
A collective of feminist art-
ists-including actors, musicians, and 
set designers will produce a series of 
vignettes to perform around San 
Diego this summer. Because San 
Diego is an entry point for large 
numbers of Central American 
refugees, these performances can be 
an effective means of providing 
residents with a better understanding 
of the reasons for this immigration, 
in a way that is both emotionally 
gripping and thought provoking. 
RESIST's grant went to provide 
stipends to the actors, in an effort to 
encourage the participation of low-
income artists. 
Palau 
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counteract the use of their islands and 
ocean by the U.S. and other powerful 
nations. There is a small, but active 
U.S. Support Network for the NFIP. 
The South Pacific independent nations 
have also approved a nuclear free zone 
treaty which bans nuclear testing and 
waste dumping. The U.S. and France, 
however, have declined to sign the pro-
tocols to this treaty. 
Roman Bedor is one of the leaders of 
the Palauan opposition and is an active 
member of the broader NFIP move-
ment. Last summer, the night before 
his father was murdered in the 
politically-related violence, Roman 
spoke over the phone to a group of 
worried Palauns living in the U.S. He 
said simply, "Never give up." He and 
many others will not. • 
Paulette Wittwer works with the 
American Friends Service Committee 
in Portland, Oregon, and provides sup-
port and technical assistence to 
members of the Portland Palauan 
community . . She is editor of Asian-
Pacific Issues News, a monthly 
newsletter available from AFSC, 2249 
East Burnside, Portland, OR 97214. 
Craig Shimabukuro is director of the 
Disarmament and Global Justice Pro-
gram at AFSC in Seattle. Both authors 
are involved in planning the 
Canadian-American Conference on the 
Pacific and Asia, to be held in Seattle 
in July . 
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